COMPETITION REPORT | Siope Nats

Despite the pace of
the avent the
gtmosphere was
fairly relaxed all day:
| guess we were just
plaase to get eight
rouwnds in for a
change,

fan Mason steadily
improved throughouwt
the day with his
pretty Wizard
Compact.

American Fred
Seaman was
campaigning his
new Acacia 2 after
struggling to get on
with his Trinity,

he 2006 BMFA Slope Soaring
l Mational Championships

were held over the waekend
of 10th / 11th June at the home of
the Morth Yorkshire Moors Ridge
Soaring Association, The Hole of
Harcum. To be honest I'm struggling
to remember a more epic weekend
of slope racing; the event was
blessed with glorious sunshine,
winds over 20mph and booming
thermal activity that provided some
of the closest racing witnessed for
many years in this often overlooked
annual challenge.

60" PYLON

The Saturday is traditionally 60" EPP
Pylon racing day, and this year the
class saw a record 26 entries -
commercial designs plus a
smattaring of prototypes and
scratch-built efforts gatherad from
across the country ready to fight it
out. B0" BMFA League Co-ordinator
Faul Wright had made a fow tweaks
to the racing format to ensure pilots
of similar ahilities flew together
through the heats - these wera
generally flown with 4 models up at
a time and it was soon clear that the
conditions were to be very variable
throughout the whaole event,

With the sun baking down and the
valley floor warming there was
occasionally very strong thermal
activity, with some modals entering
the course at well over 100mph. The
heats progressed quickly and Paul
had arranged small prizes for the

Hole of Horcum

ANDY ELLISON
HOT-FOOTS IT
‘O0OP NORTH AND
REPORTS FROM A
SUNBLESSED
BMFA SLOPE NATS

heat winners - glue, covering, cross
weave tape and the like - which were
all well received, Alex McMeskin's
own-design Banjax 2 was looking to
he one of the quickest models all
day, as had my own Halfpipe 60
Prototype until the sink came
through and it needad to be gently

nursed around the course. Ron
Broughton's Polecat designs were
turning well, but lighter, bendier
modals like Wannabeas and
Rampages ware struggling with the
occasional crosswind and dropped
off the pace. EPP Pylon racing
always has some attrition and the
odd clatter could be heard from the
course, Ron Broughton, Mark
Abbotts, Steve Clark and Ronnia
Lampe all suffered to some extant,
whilst some pilots like my F3F team-
mates Frank Hulton and lan Mason
could crash pretty well all on their
own as they got over-eager with the
alevator stick!

Once all the pilots had completed
five races they were ranked for the
knockout stage. The varied
conditions meant that straight-
winged models had the edge here as
the emphasis was on turning ability
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